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LRB Number 11-3802/2 Introduction Number AB-0599 |Estimate Type  Original

Description
Case planning for a child placed in out-of-home care, including concurrent permanency goals, trial
reunifications, and planned permanent living arrangements for such a child

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, for each child in out-of-home care, the agency responsible for providing services to the
child must complete a permanency plan. The permanency plan must describe the end-goal of a child’s stay
in out-of-home care. Those goals include a safe return of the child to his or her home, placement for
adoption, placement with a guardian, placement with a fit and willing relative, or an alternative placement —
such as sustaining care, independent living, or long-term foster care.

This bill changes the term “permanency plan” to “case plan” and makes certain other changes relating to
case planning for a child placed in out-of-home care, including changes relating to: concurrent planning; trial
reunifications; and alternative permanent placements.

This bill clarifies the ability of an agency to use concurrent planning. Concurrent planning is defined as
working simultaneously towards achieving more than one permanency goal for a child.

Under current law, the juvenile court may order a change in placement for a child placed outside of his or
her home. This bill provides a similar procedure under which the juvenile court may order a trial
reunification. A trial reunification is the return of a child, who was removed from his or her home, for a brief
period of time, in order to determine if the reunification is appropriate for the child.

Under current law, a permissible goal in a child’s permanency plan is an “alternative permanent placement.”
This bill changes the term “alternative permanent placement” to “other planned permanent living
arrangement” and eliminates independent living as a permissible “other planned permanent living
arrangement.” Further if an agency determines that “other planned permanent living arrangement” is in the
best interest of a child it must include the compelling reason for such an arrangement in the child’s case
plan and include another permanency option in the child’s case plan.

It is unclear to what extent these procedural changes are expected to create additional administrative
demands on county child welfare agencies or the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare.

The changes in this bill may bring children in out-of-home care placements to permanency in a more timely
manner, which may reduce long-term spending on out-of-home care placements. The extent of the long-
term savings cannot be predicted.

In April 2010, Wisconsin’s child welfare system participated in the Child and Family Services Review
(CFSR) by the Federal Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children and Families
(ACF). In response to the CFSR, Wisconsin was required to develop a Program Improvement Plan (PIP) to
address the concerns raised in the review. Noncompliance with the initiatives established in the state’s PIP
will result in ACF withholding federal funds. These legislative changes are included in the Department’s
approved Program Improvement Plan. Failing to pass these changes could result in federal penalties.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



